JACOB SAUNDERS
While he was at church these persons went to the Mayor,
and told him of their suspicions, together with what they
had observed and heard; desiring he might be apprehended
and examined. The Mayor accordingly granted his warrant,
and the officers were sent with it to the church door, where
they seized him as he came out, and committed him to the
compter. In the meantime another warrant was granted
to take up his wife, in order to their being examined separ-
ately ; and she was put into another room of the same prison,
so that they could not converse together.
The Mayor and some of his brethren went that same even-
ing to the compter* When Jacob was examined he strongly
denied the fact, but seemed very much confused. His wife
confessed what time he came home, and the disorder he
was in; and when the garters with which Mr Blagrave's
hands had been bound were shown her, she owned that
she believed they were her husband's garters. They were
both ordered to be kept for further examination.
Before next day Jacob found means to get out of the
prison, but went no farther than his father's, where he was
found, hidden in an obscure garret, to which he had conveyed
himself without his father's knowledge. Upon fresh examina-
tion he confessed the fact, and told where he had thrown the
club with which he performed it. They found the stick at
the place he directed them to; whereupon he was com-
mitted to the county jail. Understanding that when two or
three are concerned in any felony or murder, he that im-
peaches the rest saves his own life, it came into his head to
fix this bloody deed upon two other men whose characters
were not sufficient to secure them from being suspected.
Accordingly he made affidavit before a justice, who came
to see him, against these two persons, who were thereupon
seized, and sent immediately to prison. They lay in jail
almost the whole of a very cold winter for a fact of
which they were entirely innocent, merely through the
unparalleled wickedness of Saunders, which prompted him
to stick at nothing.
At Reading Assizes, the March following, these men were
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